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Wednesday’s report – not driving to Haddon Hall, Bakewell and 

Tideswell 

The attempts to create a virtual tour for this run have not been successful.  

Sorry 

 

Unfortunately, this report is again fictitious due to Lockdown.  It describes 

things we didn’t do and places we didn’t see. But in 2021… 

 

This morning we started 

the day with a true  

English Breakfast in the 

restaurant before getting 

together for today’s run. 

 

Our route out of Buxton took us through The Park, an area of impressive large 

houses, and out onto the Congleton Road.  After a couple of miles, we turned 

left onto a very minor road towards Tor Rock and the Dragon’s Back.  Some 

members followed an obvious looking road which took them to a dead end at 

Booth Farm!  A quick turnaround was required. 

 

After a few miles we reached the village of Earl Sterndale.  The  

surrounding quarries were used for the storage of ammunition 

during WWII and the area was extensively bombed.  The village is  

famous for its pub, The Quiet Woman.  It is so called because a 

former landlord is reputed to have had his wife’s head cut off to 

stop her nagging him.  The pub is said to be around 400 years old  

and was held by the Heathcote family for over 300 years. 

 

 

On our way to Haddon Hall, we passed by Arbor Low, an 

ancient hill fort with a circle of stones – none of which 

remain standing.  The atmosphere here was quite unusual. 

Unfortunately, there was little parking.  Nearby stands Gib 

Hill an old burial mound on which a gibbet used to be erected 
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We drove through the village of 

Youlgreave, which was all but 

deserted due to Lockdown, and  

the hamlet of Alport on our way 

to Haddon Hall. 

 

 

 

Haddon Hall is said to be the 

most perfect house to survive 

from the Middle Ages.  We  

stopped here for coffee and a  

good look around. 

 

Lunch was taken in the old  

market town of Bakewell.  

Popular places to eat were the 

original Pudding Shop and The  

Rutland Arms where the 

Bakewell Pudding was invented. 

 

The rather circuitous route to 

Tideswell took us through the  

picturesque village of Ashford  

in the Water.  This road took us 

to Monsall Head where we were 

able to park and enjoy the view into Monsall Dale. 

 

We drove by the Cressbrook Mill.  In its day this was  

notorious for its working conditions.  Orphan children were 

employed here in the 19th Century and were often treated 

cruelly.  The mill has now been converted to luxury holiday 

apartments. 
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We managed to park in various 

places in Tideswell – there  

appeared to be no official car  

park but there were no yellow  

lines!  We congregated at the  

church of St John the Baptist. 

This magnificent church is known as the “Cathedral of the Peak”.  It was built 

entirely in the 14th Century and contains notable monuments, brasses and 

woodcarvings.  Tideswell is renowned for well dressings but these do not take 

place until the end of June. 

 

From Tideswell we made our way back to The Lee Wood Hotel and relaxed in the 

bar. 

 

Some of the Group chose to do  

the self guided tours.  One group 

visited Dovedale and Hartington 

whilst another group went to  

Eyam and Chatsworth 

 

  

 
 


