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Today’s report – not driving to The Oil Can Café 

 

 

 

Read on and pretend you’re having a great drive -  sadly what we didn’t do  

 

After a guaranteed no 

breakdown day on 

Monday, largely due to 

the fact that we a 

weren’t actually doing 

any driving, regrettably, 

we didn’t all get up for 

breakfast and we didn’t meet up in the Lee Wood 

Hotel Car Park ready to leave by the lower hotel exit and then we didn’t drive 

through Buxton leaving on the A6 north and tuning right towards Peak Dale. 

 

Before reaching Peak 

Dale though, for the 

railway buffs with us, 

we would have crossed 

over a bridge from 

which was a great place 

to watch the steam 

trains on the many 

sidings into the quarry. 

There is stil quite a bit of diesel activity but not as busy as it used to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Railway Bridge 

 

Peak Dale Quarry 
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After turning right at Peak Dale we would have driven 

for a couple of miles before turning left at The 

Anchor Pub and proceeding along this road until we 

reached the Texaco Garage at Bamford where we 

could have stopped to recharge our tanks. 

 

The road to the left at the garage follows a route 

through the village of Bamford and eventually reaches 

Ladybower Reservoir and then meets with 

the road between 

Glossop and 

Sheffield.  This is 

the famous Snake 

Pass road one of 

the essential 

drives in the Peak 

District. 

 

Shortly after turning left our route would have 

taken us on a short detour along the west side of 

the north leg of the Ladybower towards the Upper 

Derwent Reservoir famous as the practice site for 

the Dambusters. Here the intention is to stop for a 

while and have a walk to look at the twin towered 

dam and for coffee and a loo break. 

 

After leaving the Visitor Centre at the dam 

the intention is to follow our tracks back to 

the Snake Pass road and to drive down into 

and through Glossop and pick up the A628 

Woodhead pass road between Manchester 

and an West Yorkshire which is another must 

drive roads.  

 

Texaco garage 

 

Our road passing Ladybower reservoir 

 

Crossing Ladybower Reservoir 

 

Upper Derwent Reservoir dam 

 

Glossop 
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This  stretch of the Woodhead Pass road that we 

would be driving had we been there this year is a 

wonderful drive although it is a busy road and we will 

be lucky to have a clear road ahead. The road is 

uphill on this leg of the drive around winding bends 

and through tunnels of overhanging trees with 

glmpses of the reservoirs in the valley below. 

 Again for the 

railway enthusiasts amongst us, shortly 

before we would have turned off towards 

Holmfirth, we would have passed the west 

end of the now abandoned Woodhead Tunnel 

through which ran one of the first British 

mainlines to be electrified between 

Manchester and Sheffield. 

The drive would 

have taken a left turn at Windle Edge and we would 

have wound our way eventually to Holmfirth and The 

Oil Can Café. Here we could have enjoyed a light 

lunch (or not so light as whatever takes your fancy!) 

with lots to see if you like classic cars and 

memorabilia. If you  don’t -  well you might have 

enjoyed the coffee had we been there!! 

 

  

 

Woodhead Pass road 

 

Woodhead Tunnel 

 

Oil Can Cafe 

 

This would have been Roger, if he had 

been at The Oil Can Café. 

 

The Oil Can Cafe 
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Had we been leaving the Oil Can Café, we 

would have taken a different route back 

to the Woodhead Pass road driving along 

the A6024 Woodhead Road over Holme 

Moss with spectacular views into 

Derbyshire (depending upon the 

weather!). 

The A6024 eventually meets up with the 

A628 and here we didn’t but we would 

have turned right for a short drive 

alongside the Woodhead Reservoir 

following which we didn’t but we would 

have turned left crossing over the dam 

and heading off over the moors towards 

Glossop. 

 

The Oil Can Cafe 

 

The Oil Can Cafe 

 

The Oil Can Cafe 

 

The Oil Can Cafe 

 

Looking over the Derbyshire moors 

 

Looking down to the A628 and the Woodhead 

Reservoir 
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After passing through Glossop we would have travelled along the A624 towards 

Hayfield and Chapel-en-le-Frith dubbed the 

“capital of the peak” and meaning “church in 

the forest” in English. 

 

It is a lovely drive down towards Chapel-en-

le-Frith with the scenery changing from the 

windswept, treeless moors of Woodhead to 

rolling hills and lush green fields as the road 

drops in altitude and deeper into Derbyshire. 

 

Reaching New Smithy, the route we would be 

taking takes a right here towards Chinley 

which will be a familiar name to any steam 

train buffs amongst us as there was once a 

busy sidings here and a turn table for the 

engines. All now gone     . Happy childhood 

memories for me though. 

 

We would have followed this road through Chinley. Originally Chinley was part of 

the Royal Forest of the Peak and consisted of little but a few isolated farms 

until the 17th century. The industrial revolution significantly altered Chinley 

with the construction of three mills along the Blackbrook, which runs through 

the village, followed by the Peak Forest 

Tramway completed in 1806 (a crude railway 

which used horse-drawn wagons to carry 

stone1 

 

Passing through Chinley the route takes us to 

where we would have stopped for a spot of tea 

 
1 www.visitpeakdistrict.com 

 

Drive towards Chapel en le Frith 

 

Low bridge in New Smithy 

 

The Navigation 
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of coffee at the Navigation in Bugsworth 

Basin at Buxworth (formerly Bugsworth). 

Bugsworth Canal Basin is at the head of 

the navigation of the Peak Forest Canal. 

It was the largest and busiest inland port 

on Britain’s narrow canal system and the 

only one to survive intact. 

 

After leaving Bugsworth Basin we didn’t but 

we would have continued our drive to 

Macclesfield via Whaley Bridge which was in 

the news recently because of theToddbrook 

Reservoir which feeds water to the canal and 

which at one stage was at risk of bursting its 

dam. 

After leaving Whaley Bridge 

the route would have taken 

us through Kettleshulme, 

Rainow and into Macclesfield 

where the route would swing 

back towards Buxton and 

along another of the must 

drive roads of Derbyshire – 

The Cattle and Fiddle road which is a fantastic drive bring us back to our hotel 

in Buxton if only we were able to 

be there this week.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bugsworth Basin and The Navigation 

 

Entering Whaley Bridge 

 

The Toddbrook Reservoir in Whaley Bridge 

 

The Cat and Fiddle 


