Visit to the National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park
Wednesday 27th June 2018 at 2:30pm.

[We have arranged a visit to TNMOC for LVG members, including friends and relatives, with a guided tour by TR Register member Peter Hoath.  The following is an edited version of Peter's (aka peejay4A) original invitation to TR Forum members.  Numbers are limited so please contact Brian Chidwick as soon as possible to reserve places.]

Some of you already know that I’m a guide at TNMOC and might have picked up on a post in Members’ Chat where a reference to Colossus emerged.  I would like to offer Register members a guided tour, by yours truly, of the museum.  Numbers are limited to 16 persons on each tour as the museum layout is quirky to say the least and it will cost £12.50 per head, £10 for concessions – payable on the day.

The tour will take nominally 2 hours (my tours usually take significantly longer depending upon how chatty you are and whether I can field all the questions).  I will take you through the story of computing in the UK from 1940 to around 2000 including a close up look at our rebuild of Colossus, the first digital electronic semi-programmable computer and the fascinating story behind its conception.  We will see and operate the world’s oldest working original computer and see the development of mainframe computing leading to the personal computing revolution.  Much of the equipment you will see is in working order although it probably won’t all be on at the same time.  If you are really good there might be time for some retro gaming if that’s your thing but it’s not compulsory.

I can’t offer quite the same experience as Alec’s TR Archaeology but I’ll try to pitch it at level to appeal to all.  The museum receives no government support so all your payments will go to keeping the lights on in a national treasure.

I should point out that TNMOC is separate to the Bletchley Park museum although we are both on the same campus.  It’s possible to visit both Bletchley Park (in the morning) and TNMOC on the day but be warned, it will be very tiring.

Location:
Block H,  Bletchley Park

Entrance on Sherwood Drive

Bletchley

Use MK3 6DS for your Sat Nav which will take you to Bletchley Station on Sherwood Drive which is close to the BP entrance. 

At the gate, let the attendant know you are going to the National Museum of Computing in Block H.  Ignore the Visitor Centre immediately after the gate, that is for Bletchley Park which is separate from TNMOC.  Also ignore the main car park on your right and continue up the hill, across the roundabout and continue straight to Block H where there is ample parking in front of the museum.  If the weather’s not too bad Eric will be parked outside and it would be nice to get a few more TRs there.  We will meet in the shop which is behind the right hand grey door as you face the museum. Aim to arrive at about 2:15pm and make sure that you identify yourself as part of the TR Tour so as not to get confused with the public tour that begins at 2pm.





Pete
