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WESSEX NEWS
Preserving the marque in Hampshire
New look newsletter

"

Hello and a very Happy New Year to you all, as you can see the newsletter has had a bit of a
make over and a new editor as well. Nigel has worked hard over the last 8 years to make sure
you have always been kept up to date with all the group activities. he has now handed on the
baton, but don’t worry he still has plenty to say, check out the Group Leaders ramblings on page
2.

"

So let us introduce ourselves. I’m Lorraine Pullen and together with my husband Jim, we joined
the TR Register in December 2012 on the look our for a TR6. We eventually found one in France
and now we can bore you to death with the whole story in the coming newsletters. With Jim
‘fettling’ in the garage and me not about to be a TR widow we decided it was a chance for us to
give something back to the group, so with previous newsletter experience, it seemed
appropriate to oﬀer to take the newsletter on and give Nigel a rest, busy chap that he is.

"

We hope to keep up the Wessex tradition of providing an entertaining read and keep you up to
date with what’s happening and how you can join in.
Alongside the newsletter, and in keeping with the TR
Registers wish to try and be a bit more 21st Century,
Wessex Group now has a facebook presence. (See article
page 5 )

"

"
The oﬃcial handover of the
newsletter baton by Nigel to Lorraine

I hope that you will bear with me whilst I get the measure of
my new role. So that you can all join in and share stories
that you would like to be published, the newsletter has its
own email address. Any article, pictures or tales of daring
do will be much appreciated and can be sent to :wessextrnewsletter@gmail.com
I look forward to my inbox filling on a weekly basis with all your stories and advice for fellow club
member. I may have typed that tongue in cheek but please feel free to send anything you think
would be of the remotest interest, otherwise you will be forced to read my musings every month.
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A word from our leader

"
Hi everybody !

"

Well all the mince pies have gone, there’s only crumbs in the cake tin, and with only toﬀees left
in the sweetie bowl it can only mean the festive season is behind us and we can look forward to
a new TR year. Welcome to 2014, and the “new look” Wessex News.

"

You don’t need me to tell you how bad the weather has been, I was hoping to get to Brooklands
for the new years day event but the weather soon put paid to that idea, and I didn’t get to any
local events either, so what with our cream tea run being cancelled last October, my TR has
been in the garage since I put it away soon after its MoT at the end of September . We can only
hope this wet spell will soon disappear and give war to a sunny TR-friendly spring and summer.
I’m planning the cobweb run for sunday so I only hope the weather improves and we can
actually get out in the cars and enjoy the run over Cranbourne Chase to Compton Abbas. I’ll
keep you informed of developments, and it may be we have to change our destination - which
might be good for a change anyway. Assuming we’re not all washed away between now and
the, we’ll meet at Ower Service (J2 M27) ready for a 10.30am departure.

"

We have a lot planned in 2014 ranging from our tried and trusted favourites like skittles in
February and our Duck Race in March, to some new ideas which I hope will he of interest to
you, and I look forward to seeing you at our various events throughout the year. Lorraine, your
new editor, will publicise all the events in these pages so you wont miss anything.

"

Thats it from me. I can now put my feet up and hand over to Lorraine who has the hard job of
finishing the rest of the newsletter - over to you Lorraine!

"
See you at club night
"
Nigel

Page 2 of 12

Edition 435

January 2014

November Club Night
A dark and cold Tuesday at the end of
the November saw the last gathering of
the year at the Nondescripts Club in
Lyndhurst. It was impressive to see
there were a few TR’s in the car park
and some very cold chaps sat at the
bar inside trying to warm up .
The evening was billed as a film night
and there were around 30 members
waiting to be thrilled.. After the usual
b r i e f b a t t l e w i t h t e c h n o l o g y, a
collection of films from the Goodwood
revival were shown. There was much
oohing and aahing and the odd groan
as beautiful cars of all ages and types
were seen racing around the track and
occasionally crashing.
It all got a bit much and so half time
was called. This meant that it was time
for the real reason so many had turned
out. Ann’s Mince pies.
Ann Warrington - The queen of the mince pie

The evening continued apace. There was a short briefing about the Le Man 24 Hour Classic.
The TR Register are going to be in attendance again in 2014 . Details of the trip can be found
by visiting the following web page

http://www.tr-register.co.uk/CLM2014/
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And the only other item to report from the evening was the award of a prize. The TR Register
makes an award each year to the member, that has gone above and beyond the call of duty
and really stood out from the crowd.
This year the recipient was our own Ian Evans , and although he had been awarded the
trophy at the main award ceremony earlier, Chris Cunnington carried out the ceremony again
for the benefit of the gathered Wessex members.

And what was the award? I hear you mutter, well it was this ! The Pratt of the Year Award

Awarded to Ian for dumping copious amounts of oil all over Norway whilst attending the
recent TR European Meeting . Well done Ian I am sure you are very proud . The next club
night will be held at the Nondescripts Club on Tuesday 28th January. ( See Diary entries on
Page 11)
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Time to step into the 21st Century
As members of a classic car club, it goes without saying that we are all fans of old
technology. But very occasionally a bit of modern stuﬀ comes along that makes
communication quicker and easier. This is the case with social media and specifically with
Facebook.
Now I can already hear some of you saying “I don't do Facebook” but it is the way ahead.
The TR Register now has a presence and has asked all the local groups to do the same.
Don’t worry, Its not compulsory and the newsletter will always be published. You may find
though, that you could be pleasantly surprised. It can aﬀord the opportunity to share tips and
experiences, photos, and invitations to others for impromptu runs on sunny days. .
So how is it going to work ? The Wessex page is
already up and running, Jim and I have been
adding pictures, events and other useful
information,so when you come along for your first
look ,there is plenty to keep you interested.

Our facebook page is called Wessex TR Register
If you are already a user then you will
probably be oﬀ looking for the page already
and will know what to do. Please “Like” the
page and join in with anything you think will
be enjoyed by others. Please remember this
is a public page and everything on it can be
seen and read by anyone in the world .
If you are not a user you now have three choices.
1. Read this article and decide you still “don’t do Facebook” then carry on receiving all your
information via the Newsletter
2. Have a think and decide you would quite like to read the stuﬀ on the page, but you don't
want all the bother of signing up and opening an account or
3. Embrace the 21st Century wholeheartedly and start signing up for your own account.
So if you chose number 2, you can do exactly that. You do not have to own a facebook
account to be able to view the page. Simply follow the link below and you will be taken to the
page . You can then bookmark it and go back when you wish to view updates and new
information. You will not be able to add comments or pictures though.

https://www.facebook.com/wessextr
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That leaves those of you that chose
number 3 . You can follow the link
like those who chose number 2 and
go to the page as a non account
holder. At the top of the screen you
will see a box like this alongside

Click on the sign up button and you will be directed through to create an account. It will
probably take a while so allow yourself lots of time to go through the process but once
complete you will have an account. All you need to do then is search within facebook for our
group name which is shown above and you can then Like the page.

By pressing the Like button, you are now able to access all
of the information, post pictures and videos, and comment
on anything.

Don’t worry it will take you a while to get the hang of it, but once set up and using the site,
I bet you will eventually go oﬀ searching for lots of other people you may know.
The site has several administrators including myself, Jim and Nigel and we will keep a
close eye to make sure that anything deemed oﬀensive, or inflammatory is removed ASAP.
As I said on the previous page, this is a public showcase and you should only share
information that you don't mind the rest of the world knowing about. If you see anything on
the page which you feel should not be there please let us know straight away and it will be
removed. You can do that by emailing the newsletter email address which is
wessextrnewsletter@gmail.com
We hope to see you joining in on the page soon.
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The Rebirth of a Diva - Part 1
Written by Jim Pullen
Please say hello to ‘Freda’ our 1970 TR6, so named after Freda Payne who sang ‘Band of
Gold’ and was No1 in the charts the month ‘Freda’ was produced. And like the real Freda
she can certainly be a ‘Pain’.

Our story starts in December 2012 when my wife and I though it would be nice to have a
weekend car. She thought Austin Chummy, I thought BMW Z4M. Compromise was
needed and on a drive through Beaulieu, we stopped at the classic car garage to look at
the shiny Triumph sporty thing in the showroom. It was already sold but we liked what we
saw , and so a steep learning curve began and the search for a TR6 was on. First stop
was the TR Register, which we joined and put out a wanted advert.
Early replies suggested I might have to travel
a bit for the right car, so I figured the next
county or two would be fine but not much
further. Then just before Christmas I had a
reply from Andy who was in the process of a
nut and bolt restoration, and it was just what I
was looking for (well, that’s what he told me).
The car had been off the road since 1981
and he had bought it originally with a TR5, as
a donor car, but was now restoring it back to
its former glory and original spec.
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A few emails and telephone calls later the
deal was almost done we just needed to
see the car and check on progress…only
slight problem was that Andy lives in
South West France. So, oﬀ we went to
France and we liked what we saw, think
large garage, big enough for 8 or so cars
with a 2 post lift and fully equipped with
everything TR, oh and a lovely farmhouse

This was Andy’s third restoration and he kindly let us drive his wife’s Jasmine TR6 around
the countryside. And so began a friendship and my garage would never be empty of TR
bits again.

"

Buying a restoration gave us the chance to add our own creature comforts, so we went
for a new heater as opposed to reconditioned, leather seats, a new fuel tank and some
12v sockets secreted away, but we did want to use as many original parts as possible and
keep the original colour of Damson although I have to say it wasn't my colour of choice,
but has now grown on me and I think looks quite stately.

"

The build now started in earnest with daily emails and pictures of the latest part fitted /
removed/moved a bit/fettled/fitted. My wife could tell the diﬀerence between a CP and a
CR at 100 yards and I was the man with all the gear but no idea! Trolley jack, axle stands,
spanners, sockets, brown book, inspection light, torque wrench and so much more all
bought and stored.

March arrived and I treated myself to a day at the Triumph spares day with a shopping list
and my saved pocket money. Now this is where events took a surreal twist. En route Andy
excitedly phones and tells me he has bought a bargain…..another restoration project, this
time part finished and he couldn’t resist it, local too…only the other side of Beaulieu.
That’s good I thought seeing as you live in France.
Page 8 of 12

Edition 435

January 2014

Could I do him a small favour he
asks….the chap selling it wants it gone
as soon as….could I arrange to hire a
van and trailer, collect it and store the
whole lot in my garage once each part
was photographed and documented till
Freda is delivered, Yes of course I can
without much of a clue what was
involved. I duly managed to get
‘Magenta’ as she has now become,
tucked up I'm my garage and spent
many a happy hour putting the
component parts together to make her
look like a car again.
I wasn’t sure why he needed so many
spare ‘stanpart’ wings and panels or why
the car sitting on a brand new chassis
with all brand new running gear was a
good thing and did he really need to keep
all the old suspension and brakes…if only
I knew then what I know now half the stuﬀ
Magenta came with would have stayed
tucked away. Knowing Andy liked to keep
cars original I teased him that the colour
would have to remain Magenta and
apologies to those that own Magenta
TR’s but I think this is one TR6 that will
have a colour change.

Now back to Freda, She was ready to
come home.
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There came a balmy warm evening in June and just before midnight after a 1000mile
journey across France and a ferry crossing Freda once again was on a british road, and
rolled straight into the garage to take the place of Magenta that had been rolled out.

"

Next morning it was crossed fingers all round as Freda was MOT’d and passed with
flying colours a strong whiﬀ of petrol and 9 MPG but more of that next time.

A new event for 2014

"
"

Just a few words about a weekend event being advertised on the TR register Facebook
page. Four Triumph marque groups in Norfolk including the Wensum Tr Register group,
have joined together to stage a weekend event called Totally Triumph . The event will take
place between 9th - 11th May 2014 at Broad Farm Holiday Park, Flagborough, Norfolk. If
it appeals to you take a look at the website dedicated to the event at :-

"
"
"

www.totallytriumph.org
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2014 Diary of Events
January 2014

"

26th

"
28th
"
"
"
"

Cobweb Run to Compton Abbas Airfield
10.30 am meet at Ower Service M27 Junction 2
Club Night - Natter and Noggin
8 pm Nondescripts Club, 1 Church La, Lyndhurst SO43 7EW

February 2014

"
23rd
Club Run - Awaits Details
"
25th
Club Night - Skittles
"
The Pheonix Inn, High Street, Twyford, Winchester, SO21 1RF
"
"
"
March 2014
"
9th
The Annual Duck Race
"
2pm The Filly Inn, Lymington Road, Brockenhurst SO42 7UF
"
25th
Club Night - Quiz hosted
"
30th
Club Run - Awaits Details
"
"
"
"
All events are covered in full on the Wessex Tr Register facebook page
"
"
"
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The Committee
Group Leader

Nigel Jordan

01425 656784

Chairperson

Stuart Thompson

07799 885093

Treasurer

Roy Clough

01794 512867

Sue Chorley

01980 626236

Neil Winscom

01425 653336

John Davies

07884 267479

Kevin Warrington

01489 893972

Geoﬀ Glover

01202861939

Tony Alderton
Neil Reynolds
Jim Pullen

01425 618532

Page 12 of 12

