
BUYER BEWARE
TR7 CHECK LIST 

Trim
• Condition of       
   seat covers

Electrics
• Headlight operation
• Function of instruments
• Interior lights

Engine
• Cylinder head leaks
  coolant leaks in general
• Water in oil
• Noisy timing chain
•Bearing rumble

Sunroof condition 
if fi tted

Bonnet corners 
prone to rust

Brakes can 
be poor

Rust
• Front apron
• All inner wings prone 
   to rust

Cooling System Check
• Low water light extinguishes
• Temperature at normal
• No oil in water
• Inhibitor added
• Water pump seals

Rear quarter 
panel rust

All wing edges rust

Sills and fl oor pan rust

Transmission
• Gearbox & rear axle noise
• Synchromesh operation
• Baulking
• Clunks

INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO TR7

BODYWORK - AREAS PRONE TO RUST.

• Front and rear wing to body joints/seams i.e. front wing to headlamp panel join, rear wing 
to sill join.

• Bottoms of doors.
• Leading edge of headlamp panel.
• Underneath front bumper.
• Headlamp casings.
• Spar wheel “well” and under carpets can be water traps.

MECHANICAL

• Overheating - mainly earlier cars. Cooling system be kept topped up with correct 
percentages of anti-freeze all year round. this prevents corrosion of the alloy head and subsequent blockage of 
radiator and waterways.

• Loud “clonk” from transmission during hard acceleration - due to faulty prop shaft which will have to be replaced. This 
is quite a common fault.

• tendency for gearbox (5 speed) to baulk, especially into second, when the gearbox is cold - should be OK when box 
has warmed up.  (This  seems to be common to all Rover 5 speed gear boxes and occurs in the SD1 saloon as well).

• Check full headlamp operation - as with all “pop-up” headlight systems they can be troublesome. (How many times do 
you see a TR7 or X19 with a one up, one down look?)

• Window winder mechanisms are prone to wear and although they are easy to change, the mechanism itself is around 

These are the main peculiarities: the rest of the body should be subjected to the same checks as on any other car.

When looking for a TR7 it is best to avoid cars with commission numbers starting with “ACG”. These were built at the 
troubled Speke plant and have a poor record of quality and reliability. When production moved to Canley and then fi nally to 
Solihull these areas were vastly improved and these cars should offer no major problems. Commission numbers on these 
cars start with the letters “TCG” and “TP”. The same applies with TR8’s, the later cars the better.  For later genuine TR8’s the 
commission number to look out for starts with “TP” and the fi fth digit will be a “v” indicating the V8 engine.

If buying a TR8 conversion (from TR7) the above would apply. The number of original UK right hand drive TR8’s was reputed 
to be 20, although more left hand drive versions were sold. The majority of TR8’s advertised for sale will be converted TR7’s, 
the price will refl ect a genuine TR8, which because of the number built are extremely rare. Even the left hand drive version, 
in terms of numbers of TR’s built, is relatively rare. About 2,800 were sold.
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BUYER BEWARE

The most common enquiry received by the TR Register is “I’m thinking of buying a TR, what should I look 
for?” With this in mind a series of Buyer Beware guides has been produced to cover each of the series of 
Triumph TR sports cars.

Basic rules for searching for a sound example apply to all models. Like most cars, all TR’s rust and over the 
years many have been partially or totally rebuilt with varying levels of competence. It is fairly easy to see or 
feel the weaknesses of a TR. Look along each side of a car for panel alignment, ripples and dents. Examine 
the whole length of the tops of the wings, where corrosion from beneath is common.
TR doors are hung between “A” and “B” posts. Open the doors and check the condition of these. While the 
doors are open also check the edges of the wings. Then, with care (rusty edges can be sharp), feel along the 
bottoms of the wings and along the sills, beneath the doors. Check the bottoms of the doors, both visually 
from the outside but also by feel underneath. Check the edges of the bonnet and boot panels, both externally 
and with them open. 

Whilst the boot lid is open check carefully along the top edge of where the wing joins the body. A torch will be 
essential for this! Likewise, with the bonnet open check the inner panels carefully, especially at the top where 
they join the outer wings and around the front, near the headlights and bumper mounts. Leaking windscreen 
washer bottles can cause damage in an unexpected area. So check carefully beneath the bottle. Brake fluid 
and battery acid strip paint and cause corrosion of the metal beneath. Check these areas not only for signs 
of corrosion but also for any welds that appear non-original. All these areas should be finished in the same 
colour as the exterior of the body. A different colour, black, under-seal or anything else is not correct.

The TR2-6 were built on a very strong chassis, although the chassis used up to and including the TR4 were 
the strongest. They should all be checked for corrosion, as well as distortion (through impact damage) and 
poor repair. There should be no unusual welds or patches.
As a rule the front half of the chassis is protected from corrosion by oil leaks, but it is most prone to impact 
damage. The rear half should be thoroughly checked for corrosion, with the 6 cylinder cars appearing to 
suffer more than the TR4A.

The TR7, introduced in 1975, is completely different in body shape, engineering and mechanics to the earlier 
TR’s. Initially produced only as a fixed head coupe, whereas the others were open sports cars, it is of 
monocoque construction (no separate chassis) and with an engine developed for the Triumph Dolomite. 
Front suspension is by McPherson strut whilst rear is by beam axle.

Throughout the whole life of the TR series by far the main market was the USA. Many cars have since been 
re-imported and this remains a regular activity. Buyers should be aware that not all US cars spent their entire 
life in ‘dry’ States and that corrosion on US cars can be just as severe as found on any home market cars. In 
addition, all US cars were originally LHD so it is important to ascertain the original specification of any car 
and verify the quality of any conversion work. Converted cars tend to have a slightly lower value than original 
RHD vehicles.

TR’s originate from an era prior to VIN’s (Vehicle Identification Numbers) and used a number identified as the 
Commission Number. It is this number that should be found on an aluminium plate affixed to the car and 
detailed in the V5 under ‘VIN’. Ensure the numbers are the same then, if possible, armed with Registration, 
Engine and Body numbers contact the relevant Registrar for that model for advice on authentication.

Whilst the text overleaf gives more information specific to a particular model of TR this document is intended 
only as a guide to the TR buyer. It is not a comprehensive, definitive, ‘checklist’. Would be purchasers who 
feel unqualified to assess the condition of a vehicle are advised to retain the services of someone capable of 
such an assessment.

BUYER BEWARE!
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